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Step-by-Step Synthesis 
Synthesizing as you read will help you understand what you are reading. 

Before you start to 
read, collect your 
thoughts. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

As you begin to 
read, identify the 
main idea. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Write down what 
you have read in a 
few words. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Write down what 
you have learned 
from what you 
read. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

After reflection, 
write down how 
your thinking has 
changed based 
on what you read. 
 
 

 
 
 
 




