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Consulting Syntax References 
Consult one of the texts below or a similar reference to complete the table.  

• Fowler's Dictionary of Modern English Usage 

• A Dictionary of Modern English Usage 

• Tufte's Artful Sentences 

Look up an example of how you can vary each aspect of 
syntax in order to create a specific effect in a sentence. 

Aspect Desired 
Effect Example from Reference Text 

Sentence Length 

 

 

Repetition 

 

 

First/Last Words 

 

 

Punctuation 

 

 

Type of 
Sentence 

 

 

Breaks 

 

 




