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De sc ription 

The  first Pe rsia n Emp ire  wa s a lso  

kno wn a s the  Ac ha e me nid  Emp ire , 

a nd  it ro se  to  p o we r in the  Mid d le  

Ea st a fte r the  fa ll o f the  Ba b ylo nia n 

Emp ire . It wa s the  la rg e st e mp ire  in 

the  wo rld  d uring  its time . 

G ove rnme nt 

In o rd e r to  rule  o ve r suc h a  la rg e  

a re a , the  king  d ivid e d  the  e mp ire  

into  re g io ns c a lle d  sa tra p ie s. Ea c h 

sa tra p ie  ha d  its o wn rule r, the  

sa tra p , who  wa s sub o rd ina te  to  the  

Pe rsia n King . A sa tra p  wa s like  a  

g o ve rno r. It wa s the  sa tra p 's jo b  to  

e nfo rc e  the  king 's la ws a nd  c o lle c t 

ta xe s fo r the  e mp ire . The  Sa tra p  wa s 

c lo se ly wa tc he d  b y the  King . 

Re lig ion 

Zo ro a stria nism, the  

te a c hing s o f the  p ro p he t 

Zo ro a ste r. 

Ke y Pe ople  

C yrus the  G re a t 

Da rius I 

Xe rxe s 

Inte re sting  Fa c ts 

Will va ry.  


