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Amplification Writing Prompt 
 
In this passage from Our Mutual Friend by Charles Dickens, Dickens uses 
amplification to talk about the concept of newness: 
 
"Mr. and Mrs. Veneering were bran-new people in a bran-new house in a bran-
new quarter of London. Everything about the Veneerings was spick and span 
new. All their furniture was new, all their friends were new, all their servants were 
new, their place was new, . . . their harness was new, their horses were new, their 
pictures were new, they themselves were new, they were as newly-married as 
was lawfully compatible with their having a bran-new baby, and if they had set 
up a great-grandfather, he would have come home in matting from 
Pantechnicon, without a scratch upon him, French-polished to the crown of his 
head." 
 
DIRECTIONS: Choose one of the topics below. Write a paragraph about the 
topic, using amplification. 
 

busyness laziness bossiness 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


