Primary Sources

Secondary Sources

A primary source isa textthatwas
created during the time period which
isbeing studied. kisan orginal
source ofinformation thatconveys
mformation about the topic from
someone with firsthand experience
with it.

A secondary source isa textthat
includesthe creatorsanalysisor
interpretation ofthe topic. They are
one step removed from having
actualexperience ofthe topic.

Primary sources give us a firsthand
insig ht into the past. This helps us to
understand whathappened, how
people feltabout whathappened,
and how eventsinfluenced people
and othereventsofthe time

Secondary sourceshelp you to
understand more abouta person's
life, an historicalevent, orhow
different people oreventsin history
are related to each other

theycanbe too close to a subject
they can be time-consuming to
analyze and interpret
they are limited to a particularplace
and time and particularparticipants

they maynotcomectly interpretor
analyze the topic

they may be biased
they are not timely

Textsoflaws
Ornginaldocuments
Newspaperatrticles
Textofa speech

a diary

aletter
Orginalresearch
Census
Photographsofan event
Video ofan event

a bookabouta topic
ana lysis o f histo ric al sta tistic s
analysisofeconomic statistics
scholarly research and articles

a documentary aboutan event
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