
Name                                                    Benjamin Franklin 

© 15Worksheets.com 

Benjamin Franklin 
Benjamin Franklin was one of the most accomplished and 

beloved Founding Fathers of the United States of America. He is 
also well known for being a writer, publisher, scientist, diplomat, and inventor.  

Ben Franklin became involved in politics when he began publishing a 
newspaper called the Pennsylvania Gazette. He soon became known 
throughout the American colonies. He spent most of his time in London, England 
in the 1750s and 1760s, where he represented the Pennsylvania colonists to the 
British Parliament. He became a voice for all of the American colonies when he 
protested the Stamp Act of 1765. It was Ben Franklin's arguments that eventually 
convinced the British Parliament to repeal the Act. 

Ben Franklin is also well known for writing and publishing Poor Richard's 
Almanack. An almanack is a an annual publication full of information and 
predictions about the upcoming year. Franklin's almanack also included poems, 
interesting sayings, and scientific information. Franklin sold many copies of his 
almanack over a period of 25 years.  

Ben Franklin was a major figure during the American Revolution. The First 
Continental Congress, held in 1774, was his idea. He delivered the colonies' 
petition to King George III of England. In 1775, he became the Pennsylvania 
delegate to the Second Continental Congress. Franklin was also part of the 
committee that wrote the Declaration of Independence. He was also the 
country's first Postmaster General! 

Franklin went to France for several years in 1776, where he gathered French 
support for the American Revolution. This alliance with France was one of the 
main reasons why the American colonists were able to defeat Britain. Franklin 
remained in France during the American Revolution, and in 1783, he helped to 
negotiate the end of the war with the Treaty of Paris. 

 
What role did Ben Franklin play in the American Revolution? 
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