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Must vs. Have to 

Must has two functions. 
• It expresses a strong belief that is based on 

logic, rather than fact.  
• It expresses an obligation whose source is internal (coming from 

oneself).  
The negative of must is must not or the contraction mustn’t. 
 
Have to has two similar functions.  

• Like must, it expresses a strong belief that is based on logic, 
rather than fact.  

• It expresses an obligation whose source is external (coming 
from your boss, the law, an authority).  

The negative of have is do not have to. 
 
Directions: Complete each sentence with must or has/have to.  
 

1. I ___________ get good grades if I want to be a doctor. 

2. Mom said I ___________ go to bed at eight. 

3. Our team ___________ win the game. 

4. We ___________ get good grades for colleges to notice us. 

5. I really ___________ get out for a walk today. 

6. Tom said he ___________ help his mother after school. 

7. My teacher says I ___________ turn  in three missing assignments. 


