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Was is the past tense singular form of the verb to be. Were is the past 
tense plural form of the verb to be. 
 
DIRECTIONS: Look at the subjects below. Are they singular or plural? 
Which form of the verb to be do they require? Complete the table. 

Subject Singular or Plural?  Write the verb form

the rules   

the scuba diver   

the hopes I had   

a pistachio   

this idea   

one picture   

the flowers in a vase   

a kazoo   

my first name   

Janet’s dog   

a glass of water   

the meals   

my cousin   

Was vs. Were 


