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Annotate the Passage 
The passage below is from a speech called "The American Promise, 
given in by President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1965, following the civil 
rights-related violence in Selma, Alabama. Annotate the passage. 
 

Our fathers believed that if this noble view of the 
rights of man was to flourish, it must be rooted in 
democracy. The most basic right of all was the right to 
choose your own leaders. The history of this country, in 
large measure, is the history of the expansion of that 
right to all of our people. 

Many of the issues of civil rights are very complex and 
most difficult. But about this there can and should be no 
argument. Every American citizen must have an equal 
right to vote. There is no reason which can excuse the 
denial of that right. There is no duty which weighs more 
heavily on us than the duty we have to ensure that 
right. 

Yet the harsh fact is that in many places in this 
country men and women are kept from voting simply 
because they are Negroes. 

Every device of which human ingenuity is capable 
has been used to deny this right. The Negro citizen may 
go to register only to be told that the day is wrong, or 
the hour is late, or the official in charge is absent. And if 
he persists, and if he manages to present himself to the 
registrar, he may be disqualified because he did not 
spell out his middle name or because he abbreviated a 
word on the application. 


